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     Circuit Exchange                
    

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Wantage and Abingdon Methodist Circuit 
 

December 2011 – February 2012 

 
 

Letter from the Superintendent Minister Martin Smithson 
 

 

 Dear Friends, 
 
I realise that many people around tƘŜ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Rev. David Kynaston 
because by the time he and Marjorie moved to Abingdon neither of them were well enough to take a very 
active part in Circuit life ς although they were warmly welcomed and happy at All Saints.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ пth November was a wonderful occasion.  It was largely led 
ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘŜǊΗύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
remarkable life. I was glad ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
Marjorie, Debbie and all their family. 
 
We are now, of course, in Advent and approaching Christmas.  I hope these will be blessed times in all of our 
churches and that we are able to use well the opportunities which they give us not only for celebrating within 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ (of which more elsewhere in this Exchange) is designed to help.   
 
Ψ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ will be happening quite early in the New Year but not before we have joined with our Grove 
Church in celebrating the opening of the new extension. (Again, more details in this Exchange). I am sure the 
rest of the Circuit will want to congratulate Grove on the completion of their building after so many years of 
hard work. 
 
I do invite and encourage you to join in these Circuit events and activities of different sorts.  There is another 
whicƘ ǾŜǊȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмн ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
session on Safeguarding.  We are very grateful to those who have offered to provide these sessions across the 
Circuit and we will make sure times and places are made known and that those who we need to take part are 
notified.    We are not going to have to apply for so many CRB checks in the future but we do have to take all 
the more care to ensure we are doing all that we can in this area. I hope we can complete this process without 
too much difficulty and I thank Richard for co-ordinating it for us within the Circuit. 
 
One of the ways in which we support each other across the Circuit is by praying for one another and thanks 
are due to Paul Williams who, ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ [ƻŎŀƭ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
our churches up to date.  Congratulations to Paul who is due to receive a certificate marking 40 years as a 
Local Preacher at our Circuit Service in November. We all need onŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
churches have reasons to give thanks and also face challenges.  In particular, on this occasion, I ask for your 
prayers for our Southmoor church as we receive the result of the review which the Circuit Meeting has asked 
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for as we seek to discern the best way forward and for Springline as we continue conversations there about 
whether we can make effective use of both chapels and, if so, how we make best use of them. 
 
We shall, as always, have plenty to do in 2012.   
 

May God guide us and bless us, 
 

     Martin  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO GROVE OPENING AND CELEBRATION 
 

We are delighted with our new long-awaited and extension and are already making good use of it. 
 
During the weekend of 7th and 8th January 2012 we will officially open the new premises, dedicate the 
improved and enlarged building and ourselves to God, give thanks to God and celebrate! 
 
Unfortunately even our extended premises are not big enough for us to invite everyone to the opening 
ceremony but we warmly invite our friends from around the Circuit to join us in two ways. 
 
Firstly on Saturday 7th the church will be open from 10:00a.m. to 12:00 and again from 3:00 to 5:00p.m. when 
you are very welcome to come and have a look round.  There will be light refreshments served during those 
times, displays about the life of the church, a video of the building of the new extension and, in the afternoon, 
entertainment provided by a number of the groups who meet at the church. 
 
Then on the evening Sunday 8th at 6:30p.m. we invite you all to come and worship with us as we host a Circuit 
Service to conclude the weekend so that we can together thank God that we have arrived at this point and for 
the opportunities we now have to serve him and our neighbours in Grove in new ways. 
 
 
TALKING OF GOD 
 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ Ψ9ƴŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀǊŜΩ ƻƴ ŀ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ōŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ 
of some more new Methodist material early in 2012. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ψǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ 
to do so. LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ς it might even be fun! ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ9ƴŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ 
ƛƴ /ŀǊŜΩΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ four Saturday mornings in a row starting on 14th January, 9:45a.m. ς 12:00 ς all at 
All Saints in Abingdon ς but we believe it will be worth the time committed. 
 
The four Circuit Minsiters will all be involved in leading over the four weeks and we hope as many people from 
around the Circuit as possible will come on as many Saturday mornings as possible so that we can get 
maximum benefit from the material and hopefully feel better equipped to talk of God. 
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Do you recognise this colourful and compact place of worship? 
 

 
 

Photo & text by John Dennis 

 
άThis most unusual church was Challow Station. The Station Master, Mr. Gardner ran a Sunday school in his 
office. Later he obtained very old railway coach which he used for Sunday school and later for services. 
Preachers had to get used to steam trains passing in close proximity and when an express train came through 
it was necessary to suspend the service for a short time. It was a house of prayer and many preachers have 
happy memories of services in the coach.έ  
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STATISTICS FOR MISSION 
 
Churches will be used to completing the annual October statistical return, and many no doubt wonder what 
the point of the exercise is, and whether anything is done with all the information collected. The Methodist 
website now has a Statistics for Mission section - www.methodist.org.uk/statisticsformission - with detailed 
information going back to 2005. This supply of statistics can be retrieved in various forms, and provides useful 
information for churches, circuits and districts. Not least, knowledge of past performance and activities can 
help churches and circuits as they devise their own strategies for mission, particularly in the light of the recent 
"healthy circuits" exercise. The district executive is encouraging churches and circuits to make use of Statistics 
for Mission, and to ensure that their own annual statistical returns are as accurate as possible so that they can 
also be effective and useful to others in the future. 
 
 
VACANCIES 
 
A number of important lay vacancies within the district are available. The district wishes to appoint a local 
preachers' secretary, a youth secretary, and a world church treasurer. Details can be obtained from either 
the district office (www.methodistdistrict23.org.uk; Tel. 01604 630128) or the synod secretary 
(martin.wellings@oxfordmethodists.org.uk). 
 
 
 
CIRCUIT CEILIDH 
 
Trinity Church welcomed us to their church for this Circuit event, and the church proved to be a very good 
place to hold the ceilidh with excellent music from local group Chameleons. It was a great opportunity to meet 
people of the Circuit and have fun learning the dances together - we should do it more often. For one member 
of Chameleons we found this was not their first visit to Trinity, they used to attend the church as a youngster 
and showed us the plaque on the wall bearing their family name - Robinson. Another interesting thing was 
noticed by the group, they wondered why all the dancers always ended up gravitating towards them ς on 
closer inspection we realised just how much the floor sloped towards the front presumably to help those 
sitting towards the back to see better. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜΩŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
plan. We are hoping to organise future Circuit events and the Circuit stewards would welcome your ideas. 
 
Thanks again to everyone at Trinity for their support. 
 
 
NEXT ISSUE  
 
We will be looking at different mission and outreach projects going on in the Circuit, both locally and further 
afield. If you would like to tell others about how your church is involved in these, please send information via 
the Circuit stewards before February 11th next year.   

http://www.methodistdistrict23.org.uk/
mailto:martin.wellings@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
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Circuit Exchange is here to link all parts of our Circuit together - let us know 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

Items for March 2012 Circuit Exchange to adamhager@tiscali.co.uk by 11th 
February 2012 please. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Circuit Churches 
 

All Saints (Abingdon), Childrey, Didcot, Grove, 
Milton, Peachcroft Christian Centre (Abingdon), 

Southmoor, Springline (Blewbury & Upton), 
Trinity (Abingdon), Wallingford, Wantage 

mailto:adamhager@tiscali.co.uk

